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Characterised by its versatile playing technique, the two-stringed +
fiddle is capable of producing the most heart-wrenching sounds. %ﬁ!ﬂﬂﬁi E:E: 5\%2023
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We are most delighted to see so many familiar faces and
heartened by the presence of new donors at Fundraising Gala
Dinner and Concert 2023 Strings Serenade. "Thank You" isn’t
really enough to express how grateful and overjoyed we are
with your kind words of encouragement, generous giving and
riotous cheers for the performance.

Your unwavering support for sharing the beauty of Chinese
orchestral music with Singapore and beyond, is the motivation
for our mission. From Nov 9-13, SCO showcased 3 concerts at
the China Shanghai International Arts Festival (CSIAF). From Dec
6-14, SNYCO tours East Malaysia for a first time. As a perfect
capstone to the SNYCO 20th anniversary celebrations, this
overseas exposure programme provides touring and cultural
exchange experience for our budding musicians.

We are midway through SCO Season 2023-2024 as we approach
the festive holidays. SCO collaborated with Deutsche Bank to
stage the ninth edition of the annual Dream Beyond concert
featuring 6 student beneficiaries. They showcased their talent
and newfound confidence in this inclusive music-making
journey and shared musical joy, blessed harmonies for the
yuletide holiday. Thereafter, get into the festive spirit of Lunar
New Year with Drum Feng and Taman Jurong CC Juboon Dragon
& Lion Dance Troupe at the Rhapsodies of Spring 2024. Also,
look forward to upcoming maestros Xu Zhijun, Qu Chunquan,
Shao En, renowned vocalist Chyi Yu and performers of Liang
Wern Fook's most popular compositions at SCO 2024 concerts.
Join us and light up 2024 with joyous music! Happy Holidays!

TR IEWL
Executive Director Terence Ho

( X4 TEL RIBAE: skZin. Bk Chief Editor: Terence Ho Editorial Team: June Teo, Rowene Law
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Patron Prime Minister Mr. Lee Hsien Loong, Mrs. Goh Chok Tong, Mrs. Lee Hsien Loong with SCO Board of Directors and Management.
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Strings Serenade - Fundraising Gala Dinner and Concert 2023
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Musicians performing at the Gala Dinner and Concert
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Mrs. Goh Chok Tong serenaded guests with 3 songs.

Strings Serenade - Fundraising Gala Dinner and Concert 2023
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Concertmaster Li Baoshun’s rendition of the Peking

opera classic Night Thoughts with Zhou Ruoyu
(Jing erhu) and Zhang Li (Yuegin).

SCO held its annual Fundraising Gala Dinner and
Concert, titled Strings Serenade, on 8 October 2023,
at the Grand Ballroom, The Ritz-Carlton Millenia
Singapore. Through this event, SCO raised a total of
$1,112,000. All proceeds will go into the development
and operating cost of SCO. The donations raised
will enable SCO to apply for the dollar-for-dollar
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matching with the Cultural Matching Fund (CMF)
from the Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth
(MCCY). Our Patron Prime Minister Mr. Lee Hsien
Loong, together with Mrs. Lee, graced the event as
the Guest-of-Honour and shared in his message "SCO
has succeeded thanks to the stable and generous
support from partners, the community, corporates,
and individuals. Your contributions have enabled SCO
to scale new heights, pursue artistic excellence in its
music, and fly Singapore’s flag high."

Chairperson of the fundraising committee, Mrs. Goh
Chok Tong, thanked the donors for their continuous
and magnanimous donations, “SCO entered into a
time of leadership renewal and succession planning
with the appointment of Mr. Quek Ling Kiong as the
Principal Conductor of SCO from January this year,
and tonight’s fundraising gala concert programme
is specially curated by him. | am excited as SCO
embarks on this next stage of its development and |
look forward to the new concert season just launched
in September.”

At each fundraiser, the theme of the concert
programme is inspired by a different Chinese
instrument. This year, the limelight is shed on one

TE2REFHLLE. BIEBERFENEE. ZTERRAFTERRIE, ERIEHRE. ZEHERA BFEEBERLE

EFINRERARN XA H2MEERENER .

L-R: Executive Director Mr. Terence Ho, Deputy Chairman Mr. Wu Hsioh Kwang, Mrs. Lee Hsien Loong, Prime Minister Mr. Lee
Hsien Loong, Chairman Mr. Ng Siew Quan, Mrs. Goh Chok Tong, Principal Conductor Mr. Quek Ling Kiong at fanfare presented

by members of SCO Bowed-strings Section.

Strings Serenade - Fundraising Gala Dinner and Concert 2023
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Ik RASEETFERBHEERA.
SCO Chairman Mr. Ng Siew Quan thanked guests in his
welcome address.

of the main instruments of the orchestra - the
hugin. Jinghu, a member of the hugin family, is most
commonly used in music accompaniment for Peking
opera. It has a distinctive timbre - crisp, bright and
rich, which acts as an excellent vehicle to convey
extreme emotions such as exhilarating excitement or
profound sorrow with a well resonating voice. This
adds a unique and distinct flavour in musical works.
Each distinguished donor received a jinghu, specially
produced and sponsored by Shanghai No. 1 National
Musical Instrument Co. Ltd.

Guests were treated to a specially created culinary
experience with the melodic sounds of the strings
section of the orchestra. The concert commenced
with Celebration Overture, a timeless overture classic

W ke B T Mk 22023
SINGAPORE CHIMESE DRCHESTRA FUNDRAISING GALA DINMER B CONCERT 2073

FERSEMALSRAREREER.
Prime Minister Mr. Lee Hsien Loong presented a token of
appreciation to Conductor Emeritus Tsung Yeh.

SCO

W i R0

EEFREREHRARGE.
Fundraising committee chairperson, Mrs. Goh Chok Tong,
welcomed guests in her opening address.

composed by Zhao Jiping. This jovial and energetic
opening depicts a celebrative mood, befitting of SCO’s
recent launch of the new concert season “Affinity”.
Next, Concertmaster Li Baoshun’s rendition of the
Peking opera classic Night Thoughts on the jinghu
presented two different tempos that effectively convey
the emotions of different characters. To express
appreciation to all donors and sponsors, Mrs. Goh
Chok Tong serenaded the crowd with the romantic
The Blue Love Sea, followed by Shephard’s Flute and
Give me a Rose, a vivacious Xinjiang folk tune. Guests
responded overwhelmingly to Mrs. Goh's performance
by pledging their donations on the spot. We are very
grateful to donors and sponsors who contributed
generously to make the fundraising gala concert &
dinner a success. The finale piece of the evening
was Horse Racing, a classical work associated with
the hugin instrument and a most familiar tune that
every other erhu learner plays by heart.

As a non-profit organisation and an Institute of Public
Character, SCO relies heavily on grants and donations
from individuals and organisations for operations.
This annual fundraising gala dinner and concert is
the most significant fundraising event for the national
orchestra. All funds raised would help the SCO fulfil its
vision of being a world-renowned Chinese Orchestra
with a uniquely Singaporean character, and to inspire
both Singapore and the world with its music.

Strings Serenade - Fundraising Gala Dinner and Concert 2023
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Guest-of-Honour Prime Minister Mr. Lee Hsien Loong
presented tokens of appreciation to generous donors

SINGAPORE CHINESE DECHESTEA FUNDHAISING GALA DINNER & CONCEST 2023
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who supported the fundraising gala dinner and
concert. Accompanying PM Lee was our Fundraising
Chairperson, Mrs. Goh Chok Tong and Chairman Mr.
Ng Siew Quan.

SINGAPORE CHINESE ORCHESTEA FUNDRATSING GALA DIMNER & COMCLER 2003

HHEAPORE CHINLSE DRCIESTRA FUNDRAISING GALA DINMNIR & COMCERT 2023
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SNYCO20: iH Friendship (18 Mar 2023)
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SNYC020: B Reunion
(3 Jun 2023)
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2023 marks the 20t anniversary of the Singapore SNYC020: 2 Reunion (3 Jun 2023)
National Youth Chinese Orchestra (SNYCO), and the
orchestra celebrated with four key concerts titled
“Friendship” (iH), “Reunion” (B8 ), Legacy” (7))
and “Ascend” (&) from this March to December.

Since its inaugural in 2003, SNYCO had been the
point of convergence for more than 600 talented
young Chinese instrumental musicians in Singapore
between the age of 10 - 26 years old, a testament to
its status as Ministry of Education’s National Project

| ASI
of Excellence. G= (EBEE) X
Masterclass with Yu Jia (Pipa Principal) (21 Jul 2023)

SNYC020: 7 Legacy (29 Jul 2023)

SNYCO: 20 Years and More



SNYCO

SNYCO Music Director Quek Ling Kiong penned in his
message for the Friendship concert programme that
“the SNYCO has blossomed beautifully and continues
to cultivate future generations of Chinese orchestra
ambassadors, musicians and music-lovers.” Indeed,
the orchestra is proud to have nine musician alumni
and three arts administrator alumni in SCO, and many
more making significant contributions in Singapore’s
arts scene and other various fields.

The members’ passion was especially reflected in 4
concerts held thus far this year. Friends, families, and
SNYCO alumni made each of the endeavor special by
supporting SNYCO in one way or another, every event
was a well-received success. Partners and artists have
also made this year’s celebrations exceptional, through
collaborative efforts with Singapore Chinese Cultural
Centre, Esplanade, and Lee Jun Le.

“| feel that each of our performances is not
just fed by our collective passion for music,
but also by our mutual love and respect for
one another; music for us is a manifestation
of sorts to honour our relationships and
shared memories, and that is what makes
our concerts so heart-warming.” Chen Xinyu,
SNYCO alumnus
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Friendship, Reunion, Legacy, Ascend concerts in 2023

SNYCO: 20 Years and More

B N (/B ETE ) FNsKARA T BE
Masterclass with Jin Shiyi (Suona/Guan Principal) and
Zhang Shuo (9 Oct 2023)

SNYCO will be touring to East Malaysia this December
as part of its overseas exposure programme that brings
members on culturally immersive trips. With “Ascend”
concert on 2 December 2023 as a local prelude, it is
a first for SNYCO members to tour and experience
cultural exchanges in East Malaysia, and a perfect
finale milestone to the 20th anniversary celebrations.

As we approach the end of 2023, it is not the end,
but a beginning to a new chapter for SNYCO. As
what SNYCO Music Director Quek Ling Kiong says,
“SNYCO020 - the best is still yet to come. May SNYCO
grow from strength to strength, continue to strive for
excellence, and inspire the world with their music!”

By Joanna Lim and Clement Lee, SNYCO Office
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Introducing SNYCO's New Guest Conductor — Mr. Lien Boon Hua
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SNYCO

Accomplished orchestral and opera conductor Mr.
Lien Boon Hua joins SNYCO as Guest Conductor. Since
Boon Hua'’s last collaboration with SNYCO in 2022, he
has been anticipating the opportunity to work with
the incredibly talented young musicians in SNYCO
again. No stranger to mentoring youth, Boon Hua is a
passionate music educator on the conducting faculty
at Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music (YST). He also
leads the Conservatory’s music ensemble OpusNovus.
Ahead of the next SNYCO season, huayue caught up
with Boon Hua to talk about what the youths are to
expect from their new mentor.

What are the most interesting differences between
conducting a symphonic orchestra and a Chinese
orchestra?

The differences between conducting a symphony
orchestra and a Chinese orchestra are fascinating.
One particular difference lies in the orchestral sound.
Symphony orchestras these days often strive for a
harmonized, uniform sound, while Chinese orchestras
proudly maintain their regional identities, resulting in
a rich tapestry of distinctive instruments and timbres.
Balancing and harmonizing these diverse elements is
a thrilling and deeply rewarding endeavour for any
conductor.

As a trombonist, which wind instrument in the Chinese
orchestra intrigues you or would you be keen to
pick up?

Among the wind instruments in the Chinese orchestra,
| find the sheng particularly intriguing. Its ancient

history and hauntingly beautiful sound captivate me.

( Image courtesy of Filarmonica de Stat Transilvania
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Learning to play the sheng would be a fascinating
journey into the heart of Chinese music.

What is your advice to SNYCO members considering
a full-fledged career in music?

Pursuing a career in music is both rewarding and
challenging. My advice is to cultivate versatility,
embrace lifelong learning and remain open to diverse
musical experiences. Music has a special way of
connecting people deeply. The bonds that you create
with fellow musicians during rehearsals, concerts
and shared moments stay with you for a lifetime.
These friendships not only enrich your personal
and professional life but also provide inspiration
and support during your highs and lows, and make
navigating life’s unpredictable journey a lot more fun.

Which exciting productions do you look forward to in
2024? What inspires you to work with young orchestral
musicians?

I'm eagerly anticipating several exciting productions
in 2024, including the SCO Young Children Concert,
SNYCO concerts, guest conducting overseas as well
as projects with Wayfarer Sinfonietta and OpusNovus.
Working with younger musicians is invigorating
because their youthful energy adds a special electricity
to our performances, and that’s precisely what
concerts are to me: an opportunity to create magical
and unforgettable moments together on stage, shared
with our audience.

How do you envision the orchestra scene 50 years
from now? Considering that you mostly mentor a
generation of digital natives who readily embrace
artificial intelligence, do you think conductors will
be obsolete because of Al?

The orchestra scene in 50 years will likely be vastly
different due to technological advancements. While
Al can assist in various aspects of music creation and
performance, | don't believe conductors will become
obsolete. Music is a deeply human experience, and a
conductor's role goes beyond mere technical direction;
it involves interpretation, emotion, and connection
with the orchestra and audience. Al can enhance
our capabilities, but the essence of music will always
require human touch.

Introducing SNYCO's New Guest Conductor — Mr. Lien Boon Hua
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Tunes of SCO at Singapore Chinese Girls' School
(16 Aug 2023)
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Tunes of SCO at Bartley Secondary School (28 Feb 2023) <
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RELRFHERRFZ
Tunes of SCO at Bartley Secondary School (28 Feb 2023)

2023 has indeed been an especially fruitful year for
SCO. Recognizing that the youth are our potential
audiences of tomorrow, we have made concerted
efforts to introduce our distinctive brand of Chinese
orchestral music to schools through various means.

Tunes of SCO

A cornerstone of SCO’s educational initiatives, we have
continued to bring our Tunes of SCO assembly show
to both public and international schools this year.
Whether performing within the familiar surrounds
of their campuses or inviting them to our concert
hall, teachers and students lauded the diversity of
music presented by our orchestra and the high level
of engagement between conductors and audience.

“l liked how the whole programme was
planned, which allowed students to vote and
have a say - this got the students excited and
also helped prepare them for the next piece”
Teacher (anonymous)

Scotify: A Performing Arts-Based
Learning Concert

Commissioned by the National Arts Council in
partnership with the Ministry of Education, the
Performing Arts-Based Learning extended pilot has
proved to be an invaluable asset in connecting with
lower secondary school students.



Drawing inspiration from the popular streaming app
‘Spotify’, students had the opportunity to vote for
their choice of pieces, creating their own customized
playlist. The concert aimed not only to introduce
the various sections and instruments of the Chinese
orchestra but also to highlight the flexibility of this
art form too, with genres from Chinese Classics, World
Classics to Jazz and Blues.

Having hosted 6 schools at our concert hall, this was
definitely a maiden experience for many students, who
commented that it was their first encounter with a
professional performance and venue. With plans to
increase the number of shows in the years to come, we
hope to enable more students to experience concerts
by SCO, thus nurturing the audiences of tomorrow.

“You have done well. Keep up with the good
work you have done and continue to scale on
the world stage!” MOE Teacher (anonymous)

r
¥

SCOTIFY: A Performing Arts-Based Learning Concert (14 Jul 2023)
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“I like! I have never enjoyed Chinese orchestra
this much” Student (anonymous)

Inside SCOops!

Our Inside SCOops! tour has attracted a diverse range
of audiences in 2023 as well. From teachers, overseas
guests, as well as local students alike, participants
were not only made aware of the historical legacy of
the Singapore Conference Hall, but also delved the
SCO’s music journey. They were especially thrilled
to witness our orchestra in action during our open
rehearsal, providing a behind-the-scenes look at how
the orchestra functions.

As the year closes, the orchestra fondly reminisces
about the smiles of audience members who have
enjoyed the programmes we have presented for them.
May 2024 bring a year of endless possibilities as we
unveil even more exciting programmes for audiences
old and new.

By Ng Rui Jun, Artistic Planning

SCO in Music Education
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We pride ourselves as Singapore’s only professional Chinese Orchestra. We welcome your generous contribution
to the SCO. Every dollar goes into enabling SCO to create better programmes accessible to you and everyone.

Donations are entitled to 2.5 times tax deduction. You may make your donation through SCO GIVING.SG
(www.giving.sg/singapore-chinese-orchestra)
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