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Terence Ho
Executive Director

This is a special year for SCO as we mark our 20th year as a national
orchestra. SCO is already one of the world’s leading Chinese orchestras
today, but its rapid progress in a relatively short span of less than two
decades is only possible with the support of our friends like you.

We have celebrated the first-half of 2016 with a number of rousing
concerts with great successes. They started from Rhapsodies of Spring
concert at the mega The Star Theatre in January to the combined SCO
and Singapore Youth Chinese Orchestra (SYCO) concert — Dauntless
Spirit — at the Esplanade Concert Hall in March, classical superstar
Joshua Bell's debut with SCO in April, a heartwarming Mother’s Day
concert and more! All of these concerts were full houses! We also wish
to thank Tan Chin Tuan Foundation’s sponsorship of SCO Caring
Series which we went to hospitals in April to perform to patients and
healthcare personnel. And, since our major rebranding exercise in 2011,
in this issue of the newsletter, we present you with a refreshed, modern
look of our Hua Yue newsletter. We hope the new look of Hua Yue
would enhance your reading experience.

Moving on, look out for more concerts such as Maestros Extravaganza,
Best of Chinese Virtuosos, Exuberance of Youth by SYCO and more! |
welcome you to join us at our concerts or to be a Friend of SCO.
SCO’s 20th year of celebrations is possible with your support, and
we hope to have your continuous support for more great years of
concerts ahead.

Editor: Terence Ho
Editorial Team: Koh Mui Leng, Toi Liang Shing

SCO and Tan Chin Tuan Foundation proudly presents
SCO Caring Series 2016

SCO Caring Series of concerts were presented at Tan Tock Seng Hospital, Khoo Teck Puat Hospital, National University
Heart Centre and Ng Teng Fong General Hospital in April to perform to patients and healthcare personnel. SCO Caring
Series is an initiative, started in 2007, with the aim to benefit patients and healthcare personnel with a musical healing
touch. SCO hopes to bring encouragement to dedicated and committed healthcare workers working on the frontline
through music. The series is proudly sponsored by Tan Chin Tuan Foundation and conducted by SCO Assistant Conductor
Moses Gay.

“When we are ill and feeling down, music can uplift our spirits. Few of us are able to attend an orchestral
performance when we are recuperating. But now, through this Caring Series brought to you by SCO and the Tan
Chin Tuan Foundation, musicians will perform at hospitals. Ours is a message of hope and compassion for
patients and their families. Through music, we express our appreciation for the hospital staff, who toil to bring
comfort to so many people.” —— Yap Su-Yin, Chief Executive Officer, Tan Chin Tuan Foundation

Upcoming SCO Caring Series 2016: 14 September 2016 (Wednesday) at Kwong Wai Shiu
Community Hospital
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SCO Caring Series is sponsored by

Tan Chin Tuan Foundation SCO.at Tan Tock'Seng Hospital
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Rhapsodies of Spring 2016

SCO’s established and well-received annual Chinese New Year concert — Rhapsodies of Spring — returned in 2016 at a
bigger performing venue! Local artiste Marcus Chin collaborated with SCO once again after an overwhelming response
from two sold-out concerts in 2015. Rhapsodies of Spring 2016 was held on 30 January 2016 at The Star Theatre, The Star
Performing Arts Centre with over 2,400 audiences.

Local percussion group ZingO Festival Drum Group and SCO kick-started the spring festival concert with Li Huan
Zhi’s merry Spring Festival Overture in its celebratory beat and joyful tune. The 15 drummers also drummed up the
atmosphere with Xu Chang Jun’s Dragon Dance and a piece composed by themselves, Soar.

The highlight of the day, Marcus Chin serenated the audience with several traditional folk songs and Chinese oldies
such as Xin Huo Lang, Man Chang Fei, Azaleas Bloom, Ji Gong, Yuegin and as well as theme song of Journey to the West to
welcome the year of monkey.

Marcus Chin took the centrestage as he entertained
audience with his songs and humour
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Friends of SCO Gathering

This year, Friends of SCO gathering was held at Star Loft, The Star Vista. About 110 Friends of SCO enjoyed an evening
of calligraphy, festive paper-cutting, festive lohei and photo booth, and treated with tantalizing buffet dinner and
lucky draw prizes.

| Festive lohei W|sﬁ| Tt‘fﬁr a prosp'e@\Si"ﬁV‘ 3{\

One of the.table-pictures of Friends of SCO with Maestro Tsung Yeh
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SCO and Joshua Bell: BRAVO!
By Dr Chang Tou Liang

His return to Singapore had been highly anticipated, and tickets to the April g concert at Esplanade Concert Hall
were selling out quickly long before the event. Few artists in classical music can generate such a response among
Singaporean audiences, but renowned American violinist Joshua Bell was such a name. The most important thing
was Bell helming the marquee act in the Singapore Chinese Orchestra’s 2oth Anniversary Gala Concert.

Attended by ESM Mr Goh Chok Tong & Mrs Goh, National Arts Council Chairperson Prof Chan Heng Chee and other
luminaries, Esplanade Concert Hall was filled to the rafters, with the gallery seats behind the orchestra occupied to its full
capacity. All were curious as to what Joshua Bell would do in this, his first-ever collaboration with an orchestra of Chinese
instruments. Perhaps the more pertinent question was this: how would the SCO respond accompanying an artist of his
stature in Western classical repertoire?

Any fears of an almighty clash of idioms were allayed the moment Bell launched into Vivaldi's Spring from The Four Seasons.
Music Director Tsung Yeh had already done the homework by inviting an illustrious cast of locally-based composers to
handle the orchestral arrangements. All Bell needed to do was to be his usual virtuosic self and the orchestra would
support him to the hilt. Eric Watson’s arrangement of the Vivaldi concerto was very idiomatic, cleverly utilising Xu Zhong’s
cello and Qu Jian Qing’s yanggin as basso continuo. Its three movements came alive, and there was no time in which the
music sounded out of character.

In Law Wai Lun’s delightful arrangement of Saint-Saéns’ Introduction et Rondo Capriccioso, Bell's sumptuous singing tone was
the highlight, quietly backed by yanggin and harp. When he was throwing off arpeggios at its climax, it was the turn of the
sheng to carry the big melody. These “experiments” of blending the modern violin with traditional Chinese instruments
had worked wonders, and vociferous applause greeted both these performances.

JoshuaBell working on the score with Maestro Tsung
at the rehearsal

® | 04 Joshua Bell and SCO

Perhaps the loudest applause was accorded after Bell performed the popular Chinese New Year melody Xin Chun Le (A
Joyous New Year) by Mao Yuan in Chuan Joon Hee's arrangement. By this time, he was in his element and the idiomatically
spun portamentos (slides), like those from an erhu, clearly excited the audience. The final concertante work was Sarasate’s
Zigeunerweisen (Gypsy Airs) in Law Wai Lun’s orchestration, a warhorse which brought out the best of his showmanship.
From the second movement’s tender lyricism to showy cadenzas and outright fireworks, this was a performance to
remember. A spontaneous standing ovation yielded a favourite encore “derived from American music,” in his own words,
the virtuosic Variations on Yankee Doodle (after Henri Vieuxtemps) which brought down the house.

The orchestra led by Maestro Yeh also performed Ruan Kun Shen’s Da Ge, Liu Xing’s Invisible Sword. Wu Hou Yuan’'s
Yu Tang Chun, Liu Tien Hua’s Song of Birds in a Desolate Mountain and Eric Watson’s Ceilidh, all of which showcased the
virtuosity of the orchestra’s different sections and soloists.

After an enthralling evening with one of the world’s great violinists, one tantalising and abiding remained: When will Joshua
Bell return to perform The Butterfly Lovers?

SCO 20th anniversary gala concert is presented in collaboration with Esplanade -Theatres on the Bay and supported by the Ministry of Culture,
Community and Youth’s Cultural Matching Fund.

Joshua Bell and SCO o5 | ®



Singapore Youth Chinese Orchestra’s Dauntless Spirit
Lives On!

SYCO and SCO staged a concert, Dauntless Spirit 2016, featuring SCO composer-in-residence, Phoon Yew Tien’s
compositions on 19 March 2016 at the Esplanade Concert Hall. Dauntless Spirit is an annual concert and also a tradition
that SYCO wishes to pass on. This side-by-side combined orchestra concert provides an opportunity for the youth members
to be closely guided by the professional musicians of SCO. The professional musicians have double roles as the mentor
as well as idols for the youth members to experience music making in a professional way.

The concert was conducted by the newly-appointed Music Director Quek Ling Kiong, conductor Moses Gay and SYCO
advisor Tsung Yeh. Two SYCO members, dizi principal Sherman Lee Le Xuan performed dizi concerto Xin Tian You and pipa
member Yu Man performed pipa concerto The Five Heroes of Lang Ya Mountain. Both of them received good reviews from
the audience. As part of SCO’s 20th anniversary celebration, SYCO alumni members were also invited to perform in this
concert as a form of reconnecting relationships through music-making.

“The SYCO members did a wonderful concert! The acoustic of Esplanade Concert Hall truly enhances the
orchestra’s sound and motivates the members to play at their best. We have conducted a review session
after the concert, and the feedback showed that the members have learnt to appreciate musical style and
forms better.” SYCO Music Director, Quek Ling Kiong

Coming up, SYCO Annual Concert — Exuberance of Youth on 16 July, will feature premieres of Chinese orchestral work
by young Taiwanese composer and young Singaporean composer. Variations on a Hainanese Folk Song “Zhe Gu Ti” was
selected during the SCO Composer Workshop held on March 2016. To showcase our young talents, four SYCO soloists
- Low Likie (Erhu), Zhou Zixuan (Sheng), Lim Rei, Nicholas Teo Jorquan (Percussion) will perform in the erhu concerto -
Sentiments in Snow Mountain, traditional sheng concerto - Princess Wencheng and double percussion concerto - The Sun
respectively. See you soon!

SYCO and SCO performed together under the batons ofthree conductors — Quek Liong Klong (SYCO Music Dlrector)
Tsung Yeh (SYCO Advisor) and Moses Gay (SYCO Conductor) ”
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Maestros Extravaganza
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SCO Concert Hall
Tickets from SISTIC
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Esplanade’s Chinese Chamber Music — Bow to Strings
5Jul 2016 (Tue) / 7.30pm / Esplanade Recital Studio
Tickets from SISTIC

MR ERANPRARRMMENESMHAS LB ERZ, PHEEMRSEERERUEREFEERFER.
ZAXIR, XK. RFERERZSERHE, FRILLEEERLRR, BIEEP=DEBRFKARFER RN S ERIIES.

QR L2FEELREZBESNGDIE, MARAFKHEE
a7
KEEMASFHRE I, ENHATLERNTRER, N2
FERBIER TIERBIMONE, HNNEE, RE—RMAT
— X RMPEERE, FANER, KEBOEE, HiEA
RGN AL E £ T,
CY:ERAKEAREEALRAMH. B
o LR,
YSBMNEFFIRINRINE TR R RE, F— 2 INFREE
F, EREIHE, KES, BRESET M. BIEREHAR
BB, BLTHRERNPRIEERAN, RAXRER, H
M, BAEERETHRNNSMNT ERE,

QRTERTEMAEANBSIEF? HFEZRESHM
+uiEEh?

=k

XNk, BT

\

R, ERERFIFHENC.

CY: PR IT{ELERITE, AREBRHERY, AUSHNRERBS
ER BRI

YS: HRERERBRNFTER RIS Ko MEREVRHHVEBEREN
BHIZFA R,

QENEMRBRIHRETH—IZER

KF.RETH—I7BHRERKRPHNE, BNPRREER (BF
BE) o SN XFN—EARMERIER, BERE—KEM, I7
BHNELNNEENRERAN S EEREN, BRRMRMHEL
NEEAE. X, BRINHIE. BRROMER. BETHREE
BT IR LR R — R B o

CY#INKERET20065F9H29B KR30HM (HEZENE) F
Ko, MUZEREN_HERAMKBSMFAOME, EHMNK

KF: e Fei — Associate Princip~

| Y ,fa
iﬂ¢ﬁ@§ﬁ -

FERTEANTYREE RS, &8, FMRERAT
2010F7B24BEEBZARRALETH (RKHEE) B
=, HPNFBOEFENShEM, RRTHR.
YS:HE2002FREEERRFEFE_RAAFHEANE X, iR
REFEFH. LKGE, BEMNERAEAFAPRRE—
Ho BRERMUBRBENIERKI2002F£EEREFRR
EERSPLUZH, B8, RARRAEL.

Q:iRINAFIENERTER M LAHE?

KFFTIREREEA R ERAEFNERAZ—, BEIANR
BENMRE, mEZmME. MIKERANBCHENTES
g, EBRTWHTFZZAEMETRNKRKREHENSRE, K\
EUE, BNBSREEH, EERERZHENEN, TR
RO ATBE

YS:IMAERMAB R, BAERER K0S S 6 # k=
o BATEAE—NUES A NA RMAIRA, HDAR
BERMNEZEHMM B PERGSFE, EERFTHORN, B
Syl fa::

Q:WF7H5H (ZHZR) 5%, (REBEHESMEAFE?
At oFEINES—FF ERE?

CY:RAMBEREXMUEN, HE—RTR, FEAZEER
BB AIZE—ZHHRAENFRR, NTEIERSW
TEMMREE—LBL, ERFHARNNRREES R
RAEXIE RSN, FRAXKEM, FI—1F
LERENHFHEZRFRAR, AR E R T RS
2, BEFENNEE. AURNFEX—ZERIELRK
BT TREMNE, LEAR—=HEREAR,

YS:XIPE RSB ZERE PEHX N R, FEA—EROEE
MARMREN RS, HILBHHATILBEREALFHHEF
—M%, BEEBCHRENEYZL. BRAEMREREE
Rl BEEMARZERER.

SCO Musicians o9 | ®



Internship with SCO

SCO creates opportunities for students to experience working in the art. We hope to spread the endless possibilities of
music and provide the platform for our students the best that they can learn from us.

“The opportunity and experience given to me through my internship programme was fun, exciting and fruitful. The six months of
internship has given me a deeper understanding into the arts industry in Singapore in terms of their administrative operations,
procedures and how these arts organisations manage their day-to-day activities. | do not have any Chinese orchestral background,
the hence, the experience was an eye-opener. This experience also allows me to gain an extensive appreciation towards the
Chinese orchestral music and the Chinese music scene.

Collegues were knowledgeable and helpful which made SCO a great company to work in. Apart from that, SCO’s internship
also gave me a lot of hands-on experience in managing production where | was given the chance to coordinate programmes
and liaise with external parties, which are crucial for a smooth sailing production. Additionally, the experience also allows me
to develop different personal and professional skill sets that would be beneficial to me for my future job. In conclusion, SCO’s
internship programme was an exciting fast-pace experience that | will always appreciate. ”

Jaycee Ho Jun Chong, internship from September 2015 — April 2016 (Student of Ngee Ann Polytechnic, Diploma in Arts
Business Management)

Tan Ke Xins(left), Jay Cee Ho (right)

“My internship at SCO has been a very enriching learning journey. Being in the Marketing Communications department, | had the
opportunity to work and interact with colleagues from different departments, learning valuable skills from them. Everybody was very
friendly, helpful, and always kept me involved in new experiences so | could continue to grow and learn. Some of the many highlights
during my stint in SCO was getting to taste dishes cooked by Sam Leong and his family during the filming of (XEZZ]) , meet-
ing Hong Kong actor Anthony Wong by luck while on concert duty for our Huayi Festival concert, and of course getting to work on
SCO Season Launch 2016. With the patience and guidance of Mr Terence Ho (Executive Director), my supervisor Ms Koh Mui Leng
(Assistant Manager, Marketing Communications) and the Marcomms department, | had a great experience planning and executing

the event.

| am really fortunate to have had the opportunity to work with an organization so devoted to its mission and the community. So
many members of the staff and even musicians have been extraordinarily supportive during as well as after the internship, and
I am very grateful for the friendship and experienced gained. Thank you SCO for the wonderful internship.”

Tan Ke Xin, internship from October 2015 — February 2016 (Student of Singapore Polytechnic, Diploma in Media and
Communication, Member of Singapore Polytechnic Chinese Orchestra and Chengsan Chinese Orchestra)

e | 10 Internship with SCO

CD Highlights

SCO CDs and DVDs are now available at selected CD-Rama outlets (POP @ Central, Marine Parade Central, Jurong Point, Toa

Payoh HDB Hub, Nex, Juction 8)!

ki RES BREW
SCO ¢ Marcus Chin

78 Vocalist
B Marcus Chin

fBiE: ER
Conductor: Tsung Yeh
SIS FREEMS

Vocalist: Marcus Chin
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SCO launches a new CD with singer Marcus Chin! With more
than 13 of your favourite Chinese oldies and folk songs, with a

bonus music video DVD!
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Journey to Mongolia
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JOURNEY TO
MONGOLIA

ERAM / R R
Music Director / Conductor: Tsung Yeh

KiEF: BIM
Cello: Qin Li-Wei

DB /W RHE
Matougin / Humai: Mai La Su

mER
Music of Spring

Singapore Chinese Orchestra
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This CD comprises of popular Chinese New Year songs
including Li Huan Zhi's Spring Festival Overture, Tan Dun’s
Stone-Slab Waist Drums, Lu Wen Cheng's Rising with Each
Step, Peng Xiu Wen's The First Lunar Month, Gu Guan Ren’s
Chinatown and Festival, Li De Bao’s He Xin Chun, Lin Wei
Hua’'s Mang Chun and Gong Xi Fa Cai, Yeo Puay Hian's
Ying Chun_Jie Fu and Luo Wai Lun’s Celebrating the New Year
Medley: Cai Shen Dao, Ying Chun Hua and Gong Xi Gong Xi.

FRE / EE BB

Music Director/ Conductor: Tsung Yeh
RIS |u#

Cello: Qin Li-Wei

DKE /W KR

Matougqin / Humai: Mai La Su
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Musical Adventures with Quek Quek

NITH QUEK QUEK
Discover the Sounds of
the Chinese Orchestra
e
* e
Quek Ling fiong

Conduetor, Singapare Chinese Orchel
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Join Adventurer Quek Quek on four magical adventures
and meet wonderful characters along the way in this new
audio book box-set with a bonus CD included! Based on
SCO’s popularThe Little Adventurer series of concerts, it
introduces young readers to the Chinese Orchestra in a fun

and engaging way! Recommended for children!
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Journey to Mongolia concert DVD showcases the performance by cello musician Qin Li-Wei

and matougqin musician Mai La Su. The blend of traditional Mongolian instrument Matouqin

with modern Cello, will bring a new spark to the performance under the baton of Music

Director Tsung Yeh. Huami, or the art of throat singing, where different tones are produced

by human voices, will be performed by Mai La Su. Inspired by the rugged wilderness of

Mongolia, the repertoires include Tang Jian Ping’s Gallant Steed, Tang Jian Ping's The Origin,

Wang Qiang’s Gada Meilin and Tang Jian Ping’s Genghis Khan Capriccio.
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SCO @ ).P. Morgan Corporate Challeage Run on 28 April 2016
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Upcoming Concerts

I PNTE=S
Maestros Extravaganza
1& 2 Jul 2016 (Fri & Sat)
8pm
SCO Concert Hall

Iﬁﬁi*¢®iﬁ¢ﬁ§ﬂ%-—%¢z
Esplanade’s Chinese Chamber Music — Bow to Strings
5 Jul 2016 (Tue)
7.30pm
Esplanade Recital Studio

I%Mﬁ%ﬁﬁ%@ﬁgﬁ$%-$ﬁ%3

SYCO Annual Concert — Exuberance of Youth

16 Jul 2016 (Sat)
8pm
SCO Concert Hall

F 03R4 Ml =2 B AR R AL
-SCO#EERS: ARRH

SPH Gift of Music — SCO Community Concert: Harmony Potpourtri

23 July 2016 (Sat)
N
Open Space in front of Blk 838 —

I¢$%§
Best of Chinese Virtuosos
29 & 30 Jul 2016 (Fri & Sat)
8pm
SCO Concert Hall

ZEAKNS: FEERFEERK

Music Oasis: A Nation Celebrates .
6 Aug 2016 ( Sat) FREE ADM\SS\ON'
__4/

6pm

Shaw Foundation Symphony Stage, Singapore Botanic Gardens
EREE |

Youthful Strokes of Exuberance |

19 Aug 2016 (Fri)

8pm

SCO Concert Hall

EREE

Youthful Strokes of Exuberance Il
20 Aug 2016 (Sat)

8pm

SCO Concert Hall

REREHX

Korea, New Waves

2 & 3 Sep 2016 (Fri & Sat)
8pm
SCO Concert Hall

BERERIEPHR

Moonlight Charms by SYCO

\
11 Sep 2016 (Sat)
3pm & spm &

China Cultural Centre Theatre

Ticket registration: https://sycomoonfest.eventbrite.sg



